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Endangered Scholars 
Worldwide

GOOD NEWS
We are delighted to  announce som e good news:

► m o h a m m e d  m a l e c k i  and k i a n  t a j b a k s h , Iranian scholars who 
w ere featured in  our Sum m er 2009 issue, have been recently 
released on bail from  Evin prison in  Tehran, b i j a n  k h a j e p o u r , also 
featured in  the  Sum m er 2009 issue, was released in  Fall 2009.

► On January 19,2010, United States Secretary of State Hillary 
C linton rescinded the ban  prohibiting  scholars a d a m  h a b i b  and 
t a r i q . Ra m a d a n  from  traveling to  the  United States.

In all these cases we believe in terna tional support was crucial to  the  
success o f th e ir campaigns for justice.

CURRENT CASES 
CAMEROON
On S ep tem ber 3, 2009, j u s t i c e  m . m b u h , a le c tu re r a t th e  N ational 
P olytechnic B am bui in  B am enda, C am eroon, was a rre s ted  on  charges 
o f  “treaso n .” The charges ap p ear to  be based  on  docum en ts found  
in  h is possession  re la tin g  to  th e  in d ep en d en ce  o f  th e  A m bazonia 
reg io n  o f  C am eroon (form erly  B ritish  S o u th e rn  Cam eroon). Justice 
is a specia list in  C am eroon ian  politics an d  has p u b lish ed  a n u m b er 
o f books, in c lu d in g  Inside Contemporary Cameroun Politics (2005) and  
International Law and Conflicts: Resolving Border and Sovereignty Disputes 
in Africa (2004). He rem ain s in  p riso n  aw aiting  sen tence.

Please send appeals to:

Information current, to the best of our knowledge, as of March 25, 2010.
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His Excellency Paul Biya
President of the Republic of Cameroon
Yaounde, Cameroon
Fax: (237) 22 20 33 06
Email: cellcom@prc.cm
Salutation: Your Excellency

IRAN
In spite o f th e  recen t releases o f m o h a m m e d  m a l e c i c i  and  k i a n  

t a j b a k s h , the  situation for students and scholars in  Iran has w orsened 
in  recen t m onths. A general clim ate o f fear has in tensified  w ith  the 
m urder by car bom b o f physics professor m a s o u d  a l i  m o h a m m a d i  on 
January 12, 2010; the  continuing unw arran ted  arrests o f m any citizens; 
and the  th rea ten ing  com m ents, on M arch 4, 2010, by Iranian M inister 
o f Science Kam ran Daneshjoo, th a t professors critical o f th e  regim e 
would be expelled from  th e ir posts. On Decem ber 28, 2009, e m a d e d - 

d i n  b a g h i  (featured in  our Spring 2008 issue) was rearrested , along 
w ith  hundreds o f people suspected o f being pro-reform, following wide­
spread protests in  Tehran and o ther cities m arking th e  Shi’a religious 
observance o f Ashoura. Also arrested was d r . n o o s h i n  e b a d i , a profes­
sor o f m edicine and th e  sister of Nobel Prize-winning reform  activist 
s h i r i n  e b a d i . They jo in  countless students and activists who are still 
languishing in  prison in  the  wake o f the  waves o f  arrests th a t followed 
the  contested election last June. Among th em  is student leader m a j i d  

t a v a k k o i i , who was arrested  Decem ber 7, 2009, after giving a speech 
a t Am ir Kamir University. Majid, who had previously spent 15 m onths 
in  ja il for his student activism, was sentenced in  January to eight and 
h a lf years in  prison. His charges include insulting th e  Suprem e Leader, 
insulting  the  president, and spreading propaganda against the  regime. 
Am nesty In ternational has w arned th a t he, along w ith  all o ther im pris­
oned activists in  Iran, is a t risk o f torture.

Scholars featu red  in  previous issues w ho rem ain  in  p rison  in  
Iran  include: s a e e d  l a y l a z , a professor o f econom ics sen tenced  in  
Decem ber 2009 to  n ine years in  prison  (reduced to  six in  March) for 
m aintain ing ties w ith  foreigners and “seeking to  overthrow  th e  govern­
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m e n t”; f a r z a d  i c a m a n g e r ,  a Kurdish Iran ian  teach er sen tenced  to 
dea th  in  February 2008 on  charges o f “endangering  n a tional secu­
rity ”; d r . m o s t a f a  a l a v i ,  an Iranian doctor and researcher sentenced 
to  15 years’ im prisonm en t in  August 2008 for “p lo ttin g  against the  
reg im e”; d r s .  a r a s h  and k a m i a r  a l a e i ,  tw o AIDS researchers who 
w ere sentenced to  th ree and six years, respectively, in  January 2009 for 
“seeking to overthrow  the governm ent”; and b e h r o o z  j a v i d - t e h r a n i ,  

a student activist and prisoners’ rights cam paigner arrested  in 2005 for 
m em bersh ip  in  an  illegal organization. All o f these people are being 
held in  life-threatening conditions and need your support.

Appeals to:

His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed 
‘Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic 
The Office of the Supreme Leader 
Islamic Republic Street- 
Shahid Keshvar Doust Street 
Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran 
E-mail: info@leader.ir 
Salutation: Your Excellency

Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi 
Head of the Judiciary 
Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh /
Office of the Head of the Judiciary

MOROCCO

In May 2008, 11 students from  Cadi Ayyad M arrakesh University in 
Morocco w ere arrested  following clashes betw een police and student 
protestors dem anding better conditions and greater freedom  of expres­
sion, association, and assembly. In July 2009, the students received jail 
term s o f four years each. They now face an  appeals hearing on March 31, 
2010. The students have been nam ed by Amnesty International as z o h r a  

B O U D K H O U R, GALAL AL-QITBI, ABDELALLAH AL-RASHIDI, ALAA AL-DIRBALI, 

M O H A M ED  g a m i l i , YOUSSEF M A SH D O U F I, M O H A M ED  AL-ARABI GA DI,

Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave.,
South of Serah-e Jomhouri 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
E-mail: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir 
(In the subject line write:
FAO Ayatollah Shahroudi) 
Salutation: Your Excellency

Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejeie 
Minister of Intelligence 
Ministry of Intelligence 
Second Negarestan Street, 
Pasdaran Avenue 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Salutation: Your Excellency
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YOUSSEF AL-ALAWI, KHALED M OUFTAH, MOURAD AL-CHO UNI and OUSM AN 

a l -c h o u n i . Amnesty reported tha t they showed signs o f injury in  court 
and said they were tortured  during detention.

Appeals to:

Abbas El Fassi
Le Premier Ministre
Palais Royal
Touarga
Rabat
Morocco
Fax : 212 037 768656

M. Abdelwahad Radi 
Le Ministre de la Justice 
Place El Mamoumia 
Rabat 
Morocco

UPDATES
The following previously featured scholars rem ain  in  prison:

BURMA (MYANMAR)
k o  a u n g  h t u n , a w riter and form er student activist, arrested in  Burma 
in  the  w in ter o f 1998 and sentenced to  seventeen years’ im prisonm ent 
on charges o f violating state censorship and engaging in  unlaw ful asso­
ciation.

Appeals to:
Senior General Than Shwe 
Chairman, State Peace and Development 
Council
Ministiy of Defense 
Naypyitaw Union of Myanmar 
(for US Postal Service, “Burma” should 
appear in parentheses after “Myanmar” 
on envelope only, not in the letter itself)
Salutation: Dear Senior General

Minister Counselor U Myint Lwin 
Charge d’Affaires 
Ad Interim Embassy of Myanmar 
2300 S Street NW 
Washington DC 20008 
Salutation: Dear Sir

CHINA

g u o  q u a n , a form er literature professor at Nanjing Normal University, 
sentenced to ten  years in prison and three years of deprivation o f political 
rights in  October 2009 on charges of “inciting subversion o f state power.”
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l u  x i a o b o , a Chinese w rite r and  h um an  rights activist, arrested  in  
Decem ber 2008 for “inciting subversion of state power.”

l u  g e n g s o n g , a Chinese w riter, activist, and form er university teacher, 
arrested  in  the  sum m er o f 2007 on charges o f “incitem ent to subvert 
state pow er” and “illegally possessing state secrets.”

z h e n g  y i c h u n , professor o f English at Liaoning University in  China, 
arrested  in  the  w in ter of 2004 and charged w ith  “suspicion of inciting 
subversion o f state power.”

x u  z e r o n g , a professor affilia ted  w ith  th e  Provincial Academy o f 
Science and  Z hongshan U niversity in  China, arrested  in  2002 and 
charged w ith  revealing state secrets for his use of historical m aterials in 
researching the  Korean War.

Appeals to:

His Excellency Hu Jintao 
President of the People’s Republic of 
China
Zhong Naihai 
Beijing 100032 
People’s Republic of China 
Salutation: Your Excellency

IRAQ
u s s a m a  a l -m u l l a , a professor o f  d en tis try  at Baghdad University, 
arrested  w ithout charge February 2008.

Appeals to:

His Excellency Nouri Kamal al-Maliki 
Prime Minister
c/o Embassy of the Republic of Iraq 
1801 P Street NW 
Washington DC,-20036

G ood news: W ord has reached us 
as we go to  press th a t Dr. al-Mulla 
has been released and has re tu rned  
to w ork in  Baghdad.

Mr. Xiao Yang
President of the Supreme People’s Court 
No.27
Dongjiaominxiang Dongcheng District
Beijing 100745
People’s Republic of China
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RUSSIA
d r . IG O R  SUTYAGIN, a researcher a t th e  U.S. and Canada Institu te  in  
Moscow, arrested  in  Russia in  Spring 2004 and sentenced to 15 years’ 
hard  labor for treason and espionage.

Appeals to:

Dmitry Medvedev 
President of Russia 
Ilinka Str, No 23 
103132, Moscow, Russia.

VIETNAM
t r a n  k h a i  t h a n h  t h u y , a novelist and essayist arrested  in  October
2009 after she publicly defended six dissidents facing trial. In Februaiy
2010 she was sentenced to  42 m onths in  prison.

Appeals to:

His Excellency Nguyèn Minh Trièt 
President of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam
c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Hanoi
Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Nguyèn Tan Dung 
Prime Minister 
1 Hoang HoaTham Street 
Hanoi
Socialist Republic of Vietnam

— Written by John Clegg

Le Doan Hop
Minister of Culture and Information
1 Hoang Hoa Tham Street
Hanoi
Socialist Republic of Vietnam
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