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Endangered Scholars 
Worldwide
BAHRAIN
d r . a b d u l -j a l i l  a l - s i n g a c e , a p ro fesso r o f en g in ee rin g  a t th e  
University o f Bahrain, was arrested  on August 13, 2010 on his way back 
to  B ahrain from  th e  U nited Kingdom, w here he had  given a speech 
about the hum an  rights situation  in  his country. He was subsequently 
held incom m unicado for tw o weeks, during w hich tim e he claims he 
and  o ther detainees w ere severely to rtu red . Al-Singace is the  spokes
m an  and director o f the  H um an Rights Bureau o f the  Haq M ovem ent 
for Civil Liberties and Democracy, an  opposition  political organiza
tion  w ith  support from  th e  Shiite com m unity  in  Bahrain. According 
to  H um an Rights W atch, several o ther m em bers o f the  Haq M ovement 
w ere arrested  shortly  after al-Singace, and  w hen finally given access 
to  th e ir lawyers on August 27 and 28, they  all reported  being tortured. 
The to rtu re , w hich  th e  lawyers claim ed was visible on  th e ir  bodies, 
included severe beatings, being forced to  stand for long periods, being 
suspended by th e ir hands, application o f electric shocks, and depriva
tion  o f food, w ater, and sleep. The B ahrain C enter for H um an Rights 
has repo rted  th a t  th e  governm ent has issued a ban  on publications 
about the  case o f Dr. al-Singace and the  o ther detainees.

Appeals to:
Shaikh Khaled b in  Ali al-Khalifa His M ajes ty  S h a ik h  H am ad  b in  Issa
M inister o f  Justice and  Islam ic Affairs A1 Khalifa
P.O. Box 450 King o f  B ahrain
a l-M anam a Office o f  His M ajesty th e  King
B ahrain P. O. B o x  555
Fax: +973 17536343 Rifa’a Palace
Salutation: Your Excellency K ingdom  o f  Bahrain

Fax:+ 973 1766 8884 
Salutation: Your M ajesty

Inform ation  curren t, to  th e  b est o f o u r knowledge, as o f  Septem ber 7, 2010.
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IRAN
e m a d e d d i n  b a g h i ,  a w ell-know n  Ira n ia n  sch o la r an d  h u m a n  
righ ts  d efender w hom  we have o ften  fea tu red  in  previous issues, 
was sen tenced  in  July and  S eptem ber 2010 to  a to ta l o f  seven years 
in  p riso n  on  charges re la ted  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f an  o rg an iza tio n  
to  defend  p riso n e rs’ rig h ts  and  for reco rd ing  an  in terv iew  w ith  a 
reform ist cleric, Baghi, w ho was only ju s t released on June 23, 2010. 
After spending five m onths in  solitary confinem ent w ith o u t charge, 
Baghi w ill now  re tu rn  to  ja il. He is a t grave risk  due to  a h ea rt 
condition  for w hich  he has been  refused tre a tm e n t during  previous 
im prisonm ents.

j a ’f a r  k a z e m i ,  a textbook lithographer a t Am ir Kabir University 
in  Tehran, was arrested  in  Septem ber 2009 for p artic ipa ting  in  th e  
protests th a t followed the  disputed presidential elections, and for his 
alleged contact w ith  the banned  organization the  People’s M ojahedin 
o f Iran. In April 2010 he was sentenced to  death  for “enm ity  against 
God” and “propaganda against th e  regim e” and according to Am nesty 
In te rn a tio n a l his last appeal to  th is sen tence was re jected  by th e  
Supreme Court in  July. He is now  at im m inen t risk o f being executed. An 
online petition  on his b eh a lf can be accessed th rough  the  Endangered 
Scholars W orldwide website.

Scholars fe a tu red  in  p rev ious issues w ho re m a in  in  p riso n  
in  Iran  in c lu d e  m a j i d  t a v a k o l i ,  b a h a r e h  h e d a y a t ,  an d  m i l a d  

a s a d i ,  distingu ished  s tu d en t activists sen tenced  to  eight-and-a-half, 
n ine-and-a-half, an d  seven  years, respectively , fo r th e ir  invo lve
m e n t in  2009 an ti-g o v e rn m en t p ro te s ts ; d r .  m o s t a f a  a l a v i ,  an  
Iran ian  docto r and  re sea rch e r sen tenced  to  15 years im p riso n m en t 
in  A ugust 2008 fo r “p lo ttin g  against th e  reg im e”; d r s .  a r a s h  and 
k a m i a r  a l a e i ,  tw o AIDS research ers w ho w ere sen tenced  to  th ree  
an d  six years, respectively , in  Jan u a ry  2009 fo r “seek ing  to  over
th ro w  th e  g o v e rn m e n t”; an d  b e h r o o z  j a v i d - t e h r a n i ,  a s tu d en t 
ac tiv is t an d  p r iso n e rs ’ r ig h ts  c am p a ig n e r w ho  was sen ten ced  to  
seven years in  ja il  in  2005. All o f  these  people are a t risk  o f to rtu re  
and  need  your support.
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Appeals to:
His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed 
‘Ali K ham enei
Leader o f  th e  Islam ic Republic 
The Office o f  th e  Suprem e Leader 
Islam ic R epublic S tree t- 
Shahid  Keshvar D oust Street 
T ehran
Islam ic R epublic o f  Iran  
E-mail: info@ leader.ir 
Salutation: Your Excellency

Ayatollah M ahm oud H ashem i Shahroudi 
Head o f  th e  Judiciary 
H ow zeh Riyasat-e Q oveh Q azaiyeh / 
Office o f  th e  Head o f  th e  Judiciary 
Pasteu r St., Vali A sr Ave.,
South  o f  Serah-e Jom houri 
T ehran, Islam ic R epublic o f  Iran 
E-mail: info@ dadgostaiy-tehran.ir 
(In th e  subject line  w rite:
FAO A yatollah Shahroudi)
Salutation: Your Excellency

LIBYA
r a s h e e d  m o h a m m a d  o m a r  e l - m e h e e s y ,  a professor o f law at Misurata 
University in  Zilten City, Libya, was arrested on May, 19, 2010, accused of 
sexual harassm ent by several students. Mr. El-Meheesy was the head o f 
a com m ittee investigating the  issuance o f fake diplomas at the  univer
sity and, in  th a t capacity, had  expelled several students and fired 11 

faculty m em bers. Among those accusing h im  o f sexual assault w ere 
some o f the recently expelled students. According to  the new spaper OEA 
Libya, on June 1st, one of the students w ithdrew  the claim tha t she was 
harassed and another stated th a t the claim was made under the coercion 
o f fellow students. On th e  19th o f May, Mr. El-Meheesy was placed in  
an  overcrowded cell w ithou t access to  his h eart m edication. W hile in  
jail he suffered a stroke, bu t was not taken  to  the hospital until he lost 
consciousness, and was handcuffed to  his bed while in  hospital. He was 
released on bail on June 21st and  his trial is due for Septem ber 20th.

Appeals to:
His Excellency M u’am m ar al-Gaddafi His Excellency M uham m ad M israti
Leader o f  th e  R evolution Secretary o f  th e  People’s C om m ittee for
Office o f  th e  Leader o f  th e  R evolution Justice an d  G eneral Security
Tripoli S ecretaria t o f th e  People’s C om m ittee  for
G reat Socialist’s People’s Libyan A rab Justice  an d  G eneral Security
Jam ahiriya  Tripoli
Salutation: Your E xcellency G reat Socialist People’s Libyan Arab

Jam ahiriya
Salutation: Your Excellency
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RUSSIA
i g o r  s u t y a g i n ,  th e  im prisoned Russian scientist we have supported  
since our first Endangered Scholars featu re (Fall 2007), was released 
on  July 9, 2010 as p art o f  a “spy sw ap” betw een  th e  U nited States and 
Russia. T hroughout his 1 1 -year im prisonm en t Sutyagin consistently  
denied  th e  accusation o f espionage m ade against h im , po in ting  o u t 
th a t  th e  in fo rm atio n  he  w as accused o f passing  to  foreign com pa
nies was from  open  sources, and  since his release th e  US governm ent 
has confirm ed th a t th a t  th ey  have never considered  h im  an  agent. 
Sutyagin, cu rren tly  staying in  th e  UK, has vowed to  clear his nam e 
and  re tu rn  to  Russia.

VIETNAM

p h a m  m i n h  h o a n g ,  a m athem atics lec tu re r a t Ho Chi M inh City 
Polytechnic Institu te , was arrested  on August 13, 2010, on charges of 
partic ipa ting  in  a banned  pro-dem ocracy opposition group, th e  Viet 
Tan. According to m edia reports, the  arrest followed the  interrogation 
two days earlier o f Professor Hoang and his wife a t a police station in 
Ho Chi M inh City, w here he was told th a t he w ould be arrested  if  he did 
n o t confess to belonging to  th e  Viet Tan. Scholars at Risk has reported  
th a t Professor Hoang was tak en  to an  undisclosed location, w here he 
has been since held w ithou t access to family or his lawyer.

A previously featured scholar w ho rem ains in  ja il in  V ietnam  is 
t r a n  k h a i  t h a n h  t h u y ,  a novelist and  essayist arrested  in  October
2009 after she publicly defended six dissidents facing trial. In Februaiy
2010 she was sentenced to 42 m onths in  prison.

Appeals to:

His Excellency Nguyen M inh Triet N guyen Tan Dung
Presiden t o f  th e  Socialist Republic o f  Prim e M inister
V ietnam  1 H oang H oaTham  Street
c/o M inistry  o f Foreign Affairs H anoi
H anoi Socialist Republic o f  V ietnam
Socialist Republic o f  V ietnam  Salutation: Your Excellency
Salutation: Your Excellency

viii social research



MOROCCO
Three M oroccan teachers, a z e d d i n e  s l i m a n i ,  a b d e l l a h  b e l l a ,  and 
m o h a m e d  t l e m c a n i ,  w ere arrested  on  June 28, 2010, for allegedly 
k idnapping and  th rea ten in g  a form er m em ber o f th e  Islamic organi
zation Justice and Spirituality. H um an Rights W atch and the Netw ork 
for Education and Academic Rights have reported  th a t th e  th ree  m en, 
along w ith  four o thers tak en  in to  custody, claim  to  have been  kep t 
naked  and w ith o u t food in  individual cells, and th a t th e  police have 
bea ten  and sexually abused them , and shocked th em  w ith  electricity. 
H um an Rights W atch has no ted  th a t these arrests appear to  be part of 
a wave o f repression carried o u t against Justice and Spirituality, a large 
religious opposition group in  Morocco w hose legality is contested by 
th e  governm ent.

Appeals to:
Abbas El Fassi M. A bdelw ahad Radi
Le Prem ier M inistre Le M inistre de la Justice
Palais Royal Place El M am oum ia
Touarga Rabat
Rabat Morocco
Morocco Salutation: Your Excellency
Fax : 212 037 768656 
Salutation: Your E xcellency

THE FOLLOWING PREVIOUSLY FEATURED SCHOLARS 
REMAIN IN PRISON:

BURMA (MYANMAR)
k o  a u n g  h t u n ,  a w riter and  form er studen t activist, arrested  in  Burm a 
in  th e  w in ter o f 1998 and sentenced to  seventeen years’ im prisonm ent 
on  charges o f v io lating  sta te  censorsh ip  and  engaging in  un law ful 
association.
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Appeals to:
Senior G eneral T han  Shwe
C hairm an , S tate Peace and  D evelopm ent
Council
M in istiy  o f Defense 
Naypyitaw  U nion o f  M yanm ar

M inister C ounselor U M yint Lwin 
C harge d ’Affaires 
Ad In terim  Embassy o f  M yanm ar 
2300 S S treet NW  
W ashing ton  DC 20008

(for US Posta l Service, “B urm a” sh o u ld  Salutation: D ear Sir 
a p p ea r in  p a ren th eses  a fte r  “M y an m ar” 
on  envelope only, n o t  in  th e  le tte r  
itself)
Salutation: D ear Senior G eneral

CAMEROON

j u s t i c e  m . m b u h ,  a lec tu rer a t the  N ational Polytechnic Bambui in  
Bamenda Cameroon, was arrested  in  Septem ber 2009 following accusa
tions o f “treason.” He rem ains in  prison aw aiting sentencing.

Appeals to:
His Excellency Paul Biya
P residen t o f  th e  R epublic o f  C am eroon
Yaoundé, C am eroon
Fax: (237) 22 20 33 06
Email: cellcom @ prc.cm
Salutation: Your Excellency

CHINA

g u o  QUAN, a form er literature professor at Nanjing Normal University, 
sentenced to ten  years in  prison and three years of deprivation o f political 
rights in  October 2009 on charges of “inciting subversion of state power.”

t u  x i a o b o ,  a Chinese w rite r and  h u m an  righ ts activist, arrested  in  
Decem ber 2008 for “inciting subversion o f state power.”

LÜ g e n g s o n g ,  a Chinese w riter, activist, and form er university teacher, 
arrested  in  th e  sum m er o f 2007 on charges o f “incitem ent to  subvert 
state pow er” and “illegally possessing state secrets.” 

z h e n g  y i c h u n ,  professor o f English at Liaoning University, arrested  in 
th e  w in ter o f  2004 and charged w ith  “suspicion o f inciting subversion 
o f state power.”

mailto:cellcom@prc.cm


x u  z e r o n g ,  a  professor affilia ted  w ith  th e  Provincial Academ y o f 
Science and Zhongshan University, arrested in  2002 and charged w ith  
revealing state secrets for his use o f historical m aterials in  researching 
the  Korean War.

Appeals to:

His Excellency H u Jin tao  
P residen t o f  th e  People’s R epublic o f  
C hina
Zhong N aihai 
Beijing 100032 
People’s Republic o f  C hina 
Salutation: Your Excellency

— W ritten by John Clegg

Mr. Xiao Yang
Presiden t o f  th e  Suprem e People’s C ourt 
No.27
D ongjiaom inxiang D ongcheng D istrict
Beijing 100745
People’s Republic o f  C hina
Fax: 86 10 65292345 (c/o M inistry o f
C om m unication)
Salutation: Dear P residen t
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